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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MEDIA RELEASE

Celebrating 60 Years of Life with 60 Water Wells Through the Gift of 60 Water Wells

Langley, BC (May 1, 2014) - Many baby boomers turn 60 this year! This summer, four of them will celebrate 
this milestone by cycling 8,500 kilometer across Canada. This ride, called Cycling4Water, is an opportunity to 
celebrate 60 years of life by giving life to others through the provision of 60 deep-capped water wells in Africa, 
giving 60,000 villagers disease-free water.

The team of four will leave Victoria, British Columbia on July 1st and plan on dipping their toes in the Atlantic 
54 days later. Their goal is to raise awareness and funds for 60 wells to help in the work of Global Aid Network 
(GAiN), a worldwide humanitarian relief and development organization. Their “Water for Life Initiative” has already 
provided 829 water wells, giving 829,000 villagers disease-free water.

A child dies from water-related diseases every 21 seconds1! Many of these deaths could be prevented if children 
simply had clean water to drink; something we take for granted! Clean water reduces disease and suffering, 
children are healthy enough to attend school, their mothers are not walking long distances searching for water, 
economic activity is enhanced and much more.

“This ride is a way of helping others who cannot help themselves,” shares Mike Woodard.

The Cycling4Water team is looking for help from individuals who have compassion for the cause. Support can be 
expressed in the form of donations, riding alongside the team, hosting the riders in their local communities and 
sharing this cause with others. 

###

For more information contact:

Jennifer Mullan
Marketing & Communications Director
Global Aid Network (GAiN)
jenniferm@globalaid.net
Facebook:
Twitter:  GAiNCanada

cycling4water.ca
Facebook: Cycling 4 Water
Twitter: cycling4water

1World Health Organization (WHO)

Cycling 4 Water  
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Backgrounders

CYCLING 4 WATER

“I want to cycle across Canada in 2014. Do you want to join me?”

This bucket list question was part of a conversation between Mike and Rob, two long-time friends, that has 
become Cycling 4 Water: a ride across Canada to raise awareness and funds, in partnership with GAiN, for water 
wells in Africa. Three others — two other cyclists, Timo and Richard, and Jacquie, Richard’s wife, who will drive 
the support vehicle — are now joining them on this close to 8500 km journey from Victoria, BC to St. Johns.

Why cycle for water?

When we want a drink of water, we grab a glass and turn on the tap. We barely give it a second thought. This is 
not the case for millions of women and children in rural Africa. They walk an hour or two, carry a heavy container 
of water back home and hope they have enough for their family. Not only is the water difficult to obtain but it 
often carries disease. A deep-capped well that delivers clean water saves lives, improves health and transforms 
an entire community! 

GLOBAL AID NETWORK (GAIN)

GAiN is a worldwide humanitarian relief and development organization dedicated to bringing hope and tangible 
help to the poor and the suffering.

Their mission is to demonstrate the love of God, in word and deed, to hurting and needy people around the 
world through relief and development projects.

They are a registered non-profit organization. From their humble beginnings, they have grown to become part 
of a diverse, global network with offices in Canada, United States, Germany, Australia, Austria, South Korea, 
Holland and Spain. With distribution networks established throughout Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East and 
the Americas, their compassionate reach is truly global in scale.

Since beginning in 1998, they have mobilized resources to help people in over 40 countries around the world:

•	 Water for Life Initiative – capped water wells of safe, pure water for the thirsty

•	 Humanitarian Aid – food for the hungry, shelter and clothing for the homeless, medical relief for the 
needy, and counseling for the traumatized

•	 Women & Children – support of safe and loving homes that nurture and equip children and destitute 
women for a hopeful future

•	 Disaster Response – provision of emergency food, water, shelter and clothing

•	 Development – education classes, agricultural projects, building projects
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WATER FOR LIFE INITIATIVE

GAiN’s water strategy began as a small well-drilling project in the villages of southern China, and has since 
grown to include a variety of nations throughout the developing world where clean water sources are few. In 
Africa, they have already witnessed hundreds of villages throughout Benin, Sudan, Tanzania and Togo literally 
transformed by the power of fresh disease-free water.

Once a deep-capped well is drilled, villages can get involved with additional opportunities that continue to 
enhance and improve their community.

•	 Borehole Committee Training 
 
In every village where GAiN drills a water well, a borehole committee is elected with at least 50% of 
the committee being female. GAiN provides training for the committee in well maintenance, repair and 
best water-use practices. Establishing this group encourages community ownership, sustainability, and 
provides citizens an opportunity to govern the gift of water that has been given.

•	 Hygiene & Sanitation Training 
 
Often, many people in developing nations do not understand what causes their illnesses. To improve 
the overall health of communities, GAiN deploys a team of trained volunteers to educate people about 
sanitation and hygiene practices.

•	 Medical & Dental Clinics 
 
After suffering for so long due to illness and disease caused by contaminated water, hundreds of local 
people line up for GAiN’s medical and dental clinics for the basic care they so desperately need. As a 
follow-up program to a freshly dug water well, these clinics provide an opportunity to demonstrate the 
love of God, in word and deed.

•	 Gender Sensitivity Training (in Benin only) 
 
In several villages, there are issues related to gender; especially with the different roles and ways 
people use water within their community. This training is to help increase awareness of this issue, teach 
communities to value the roles of others, while realizing that each person has a specific and needed role 
to in their community. It also increases awareness of the gender division of labor and understand that 
roles are given by society but fixed by culture and because of this roles can change over time.  

•	 Family Health Training (in Benin only) 
 
In rural Benin, Africa, women are responsible for water collection, hygiene and sanitation, child rearing 
and caring for the sick. As a result, they have the potential to positively influence the wellbeing of the 
community, particularly children and youth. The FHT program will train and equip women in the village to 
actively improve the health and hygiene of their families and communities. 
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Bio: Mike Woodard

Mike is a small-town boy who grew up on a hobby farm in Michigan. 

After finishing a science degree at Central Michigan University in 1977, 

Mike moved to Canada to begin working in university-student ministry. 

He married Karen in 1978, after years of friendship that started in high 

school. Edmonton was their home for 11 years. Their son and three 

daughters were born in rapid order. Home base moved to Ottawa and 

then to their current home in Abbotsford, British Columbia. His work with 

students has taken him to over 30 countries. While continuing to work in 

the student world, Mike and Karen both finished MA degrees from Trinity 

Western University, ACTS Seminary. Mike and Karen currently work with 

FamilyLife Canada.

Their family has expanded to include three sons-in-law and two grandsons. Mike enjoys backpacking in the 

stunning mountains and wilderness of Western Canada. A thrill seeker at heart, bungee-jumping, sky-diving, 

marathon and triathlon have been checked off his life’s “to do” list. His motto is, “Life is an adventure!” In the 

summer of 2012 Mike’s first book was released. “Love That Lasts-52 Insights for Couples” is a collection of 

insights that first appeared as weekly posts on the FamilyLife Canada website. The book is now available in 

English and French.

This journey across Canada is a way to celebrate 60 years of life and give a gift to those in profound need. Mike 

will never forget the first time he walked through a slum in Mexico. He wept over what he saw. This ride is a way 

to do more than weep for those in need.
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Rob grew up in Buffalo, NY. He moved to Edmonton, Alberta in January 

1977 to work with a university-student ministry. The summer of that 

same year, he met Mike Woodard. They worked side-by-side for three 

years until Rob moved to Ontario. In 1983, he moved to Québec to head 

up the French student ministry. In 1989, Rob wound up in Canada’s 

capital, where once again he was able to work side-by-side with Mike 

in student ministry. Rob married Anne-Marie in 1986 and is the proud 

father of three adult daughters.

Since 1999, he has worked with the Christian Embassy, which serves 

members of Parliament, senators, diplomats and business leaders by 

providing an informal networking service and by helping those with spiritual questions. Rob started running 

while in high school. He enjoyed participating in 10K races until he developed a chronic hip injury in 1995. So, in 

1996 he switched to biking. Since then he has clocked over 110,000 km on the bike. He has done cyclotourism 

in central British Columbia, the Maritimes (NB, PEI, NS), the Gaspé Peninsula and other regions of Québec and 

Ontario.

Riding across Canada has been a dream of his for over a decade. Now in partnership with his long-time 

friend, Rob hopes to realize this dream while raising funds for a very good cause. In 1981, Rob travelled to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. He spent five weeks in Goma partnering with churches. While there, he had 

a chance to live in one of the rural villages for about a week. Seeing the women go off to fetch water early in 

the morning, carrying the containers on their heads, so that they would be able to provide food and drink for 

their families for the next 24 hours, helped him appreciate how blessed we really are to have clean, safe water 

delivered directly to our homes. He felt compassion for social justice and was moved with the thought that over 

2.5 billion people do not have this privilege! As a result, he felt that he could no longer sit by and simply do 

nothing. 

Bio: Robert Montgomery
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Bio: Timo Itkonen

Timo was born in Finland. In 1956, at the age of five, he moved with 

his parents, two brothers, and one sister to Northern Ontario. Six years 

later the family moved to British Columbia, which he now calls home. At 

the age of 19, he returned to visit the land of his birth, attended a Bible 

College, and met Marjatta, who later came to visit Timo in Canada. She 

stayed, they got married, and now they have four grown children, and 

five grandsons! Timo had been a commercial fisherman in the past, 

and in the winter months, continued his education, eventually selling 

his fishing boat, and going to work for the Canadian Coast Guard for 

seven years. In 1981 he went back to college, and became involved in 

youth ministry at Finnish Bethel Church in Vancouver. He later continued 

his studies at Fraser Valley College, and Simon Fraser University. He is 

presently a high school teacher in Mission B.C.

Often seeing long distance cyclists pedaling along the highway near his home, Timo thought that he would like 

to do just that, pack up some gear, and ride away. Over the last decade, sometimes with Marjatta, or with other 

friends, he has pedaled various routes in British Columbia. One summer, Marjatta and Timo packed up their 

bikes for a four week adventure in Finland. They did a most memorable 500 km loop above the Arctic Circle, 

sometimes sharing the road with reindeer!

Every fall for the last ten or so years, Timo, along with friends, John and Daryl, go on a two day, 200 km 

fundraiser ride for the B.C. Lung Association. But to ride across Canada this summer, what a challenge!

A few years ago Timo had the opportunity to visit a long-time friend in Uganda. Africa left a deep impression 

on Timo; having witnessed the struggle that the people had with lack of the basic necessities of life, including 

clean water. Since then, he felt the need to do something significant, and something that would have a long-

lasting effect. When Timo heard that a couple of sexagenarians were planning to ride across Canada in order 

to raise funds for wells in Africa, his first thought was, “Who are these guys? Do they need another rider?” But 

then, he later wondered, “Could I make it across Canada on a bike in 60 days?” Timo’s conclusion: “It must be 

attempted, the cause is just too worthy, too necessary, too important, to not give it my best effort.”
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Bio: Richard & Jacquie Blaschek

Richard and I are not cyclists! We are mountaineers and avid outdoor 

enthusiasts. I have known Mike for many years and during this time 

we have learned that we share a similar sense of adventure. When 

Mike told us about his plans for his 60th birthday, to cycle across 

the country to raise money for clean water, we weren’t completely 

surprised.

Since Richard and I are both secondary school teachers, with time to 

spare in the summer, Mike asked if we would be interested in coming 

along as the support vehicle for him and Rob. Always up for an 

adventure ourselves, we agreed to come along. Of course, we quickly 

decided that we would like to do some cycling as well. Richard really 

wants to cycle the full ~8,500 kms…and I love making green protein 

smoothies…so it looks like he’s on the bike, I’m driving the RV and 

looking after the crew. The logistics of this adventure are daunting, 

but extremely exciting. We already regularly do painful activities for 

fun, so we are up for the challenge. Let the training begin!
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Statistics & Facts

WATER

•	 Each year, 3.4 million people die from water, sanitation, and hygiene-related causes1 

•	 780 million people lack access to clean water2

•	 Today women spend a combined total of 16 million hours and children spend four million hours each day 

collecting drinking water 3

•	 1 child dies from a water-related disease every 21 seconds4

•	 Children lose 443 million school days every year due to water-related illnesses5 

•	 Women bear 62% of the responsibility for collecting water in sub-Saharan Africa; while children bear 9%6

•	 75% of households have to travel great distances from their place of dwelling to collect water7

•	 15% of the population still practice open defecation in fields, forests, bushes, bodies of water or other open 

spaces; representing 1.1 billion people8

GAiN

•	 Provided over 829 deep-capped water wells

•	 Over 820,000 villagers have received clean water

•	 Approximately 57,000 villagers have attended hygiene and sanitation training

•	 Working in 4 African countries (Benin, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Togo)

•	 Gender Sensitivity Training occurs in Benin

•	 Family Health Training occurs in Benin

1UNICEF, WHO 2009
2WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) for Water Supply and Sanitation. (2012)
3UNICEF
4UNICEF, WHO 2009
5United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 2006
6UNICEF, Progress on Drinking Water and Sanitation 2012 
7WATER AND SANITATION - World Health Organization
8WHO
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CYCLING 4 WATER

WHEN? July 1 - August 23, 2014

HOW FAR IS THE RIDE? Approximately 8,500 km

HOW FAR DO YOU RIDE EACH DAY? Approximately 200 km

WHERE DOES THE RIDE START? Victoria, BC

WHERE DOES THE RIDE END? St. Johns, Newfoundland

HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE ON THE CYCLING 4 WATER TEAM? 

4 riders and 1 driver/media & communications coordinator

WHAT IS THE CAUSE? Clean water through Global Aid Network (GAiN)’s Water for Life Initiative

WHAT IS THE GOAL?  Raise awareness of the desperate need for clean water as well as raise funds for 60 

water wells in Africa, resulting in 60,000 villagers with disease-free water

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

1. Donate either $1/km which would provide 1,000 people with clean water, 10 cents/km which would provide 

100 villagers with clean water, 1 cent/km which would provide 10 villagers with clean water

2. Sponsor the ride for either $500 (Bronze Level), $1000 (Silver Level) or $2,500 (Gold Level) and have your 

logo placed in various places

3. Host the team

4. Share the ride with others

5. Ride alongside the team for a donation of $40

6. Attend a community event

GLOBAL AID NETWORK (GAiN)

WHO IS GLOBAL AID NETWORK (GAIN)?

•	 Global Aid Network is a worldwide humanitarian relief and development organization dedicated to bringing 

hope and tangible help to the poor and suffering. Their mission is to demonstrate the love of God, in word 

and deed, to hurting and needy people around the world through relief and development projects. Since 

beginning in 1998, they have mobilized resources to help people in over 43 countries. It is the humanitarian 

division of Power to Change. 

•	 Website: globalaid.net 

Frequently Asked Questions
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GAiN’S WATER FOR LIFE INITIATIVE

WHAT DOES THE $8,500 COVER?

•	 Materials (pump, concrete, parts and drilling equipment maintenance, etc.)

•	 Community development/training –, some of which includes: 

i) Borehole committee training (which includes well maintenance)

ii) Hygiene and sanitation training

iii) Gender Sensitivity Training

iv) Family Health Seminars

•	 Salary of the national staff

•	 2 field visits per year for strategic planning, data collection, staff training/care, water-well visits, donor 

fulfillment, etc.

•	 Administration 

WHAT IS NEXT AFTER MY DONATION?

Upon donation, you will receive a confirmation of your giving within the month. For donations of $2,500 or above, 

we will connect your donation to a specific village that needs a well and we will send you a well assignment 

report, telling you of all the details of the village. You will receive this within four months of your donation date. 

For any donations of $8,500 (donation of one full well), we will also send out a DVD containing videos of the 

well, GPS coordinates of the well, the sights and sounds of the actual village where your well is located and any 

interviews of villagers that were conducted at our well visit. This process could take anywhere from 8-15 months.

 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN MY REPORT?

Upon donation of a well, a ‘well assignment report’ will be sent to you listing all the facts and details on the well 

and the village that you have impacted. These facts include GPS coordinates, well statistics like depth, flow rate, 

type of pump being used, village facts like demographics, population and community activities like sanitation 

and hygiene and borehole committee training sessions. It also includes a map showing where the village is in 

relation to the rest of the country.

WHY COULD IT TAKE UP TO 15 MONTHS TO GET MY DVD?

While we want to report to our donors as quickly as possible, we also want to make sure that the well and all 

the auxiliary programs work. The amount of time is critical for us to ensure that our sustainability components 

are in place and allowing time for the training to take place. Our regular site visits take a bit of time to complete. 

Sometimes when it’s rainy season, roads are just not accessible, so we have to wait until the drier season to 

go to the village to visit. Because the communication is highly tailored to the donor, the extra production time is 

needed. (Note: this is an average timeframe and this report is only for those that gave to a full well.)

CAN I PICK THE COUNTRY WHERE MY MONEY GOES?

You may give your preference of one of the countries that the WFLI works in, however, if you do not have a 

preference, the funds will be given to the project that has the most urgent need. In an unlikely event that your 
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donation has to be reallocated due to unpredictable circumstances, we will contact you to let you know of the 

situation.

DO I GET TO DECIDE WHERE THE WELL WILL BE?

Since we work closely with local governments in many countries to determine where we should best deploy our 

crew, coupled with the fact that we have local staff in-country who assess the situation to determine where best 

to put the next water access point, donors are unable to pick where the well is actually provided.

WHAT CAN GO WRONG?

There are a number of factors that can come into play. Although not frequent, we do encounter some areas 

where we have dry wells or wells that are producing water with high salinity. In this case, we will try our best to 

find another location close to the village.

The villages in whice we drill for water are often far from any city. Our crew may have a difficult time reaching a 

particular village; especially during the rainy season. There are also rare occasions of machine failure which may 

delay the pace of providing a well. After the well is provided, there are a few occasions where a pump or pipe will 

break, due to normal wear and tear. In which case, the borehole committee of that village will notify our regional 

team to come for repair.

We are committed to providing not just a water well, but a working one. We will try our best to resolve the 

problems that might prevent villages from having clean water.

HOW DO YOU ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF SUSTAINABILITY OF THESE WELLS?

Our long-term presence and commitment to the country in which we are operating ensures that we have ongoing 

contacts and follow up to confirm that these wells are working properly. The borehole committee concept is a 

good example of empowering the local villagers so that they know how to maintain the well. Each committee 

charges a small fee (often they are a few cents) per  use/ per bucket to enable the village to repair a broken well, 

because they will have the means for repair.

We have also trained and equipped regional repair teams who are from the village with the tools and knowledge 

to repair broken wells. They can then service well pumps in surrounding areas. We use reliable and robust 

components in our drilling and pump equipment. Also, we use materials which are readily available in-country, so 

we are not reliant upon imported materials. 
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Interview Questions & Topics

1.  What is Cycling 4 Water?

2.  Why is it that you have chosen to ride for this cause? Why water?

3.  Who is Global Aid Network (GAiN)?

4.  Can you tell us a little bit about the ride?

5.  If someone wants to get involved, how do they do that?

6.  Where can individuals find more information?
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Tour Schedule
DATE ROADS / HIGHWAYS TOWNS / CITIES OVERNIGHT STAY

British Columbia

June 27, Fri Rob flies to Vancouver

June 30, Mon Cycle to Victoria from Ferry Swartz Bay Victoria

July 1, Tues Patricia Bay Hwy, #17A, Ladner Trunk Road, #10. 
1A,  Maclure Rd, Old Yale Rd., (S. Fraser Way)

Victoria, Swartz Bay, Ferry, Langley Abbotsford

July 2, Wed #11N, #7E, #1 Mission, Hope Lytton

July 3, Thrs #1 Kamloops

July 4, Fri #5 Barriere, Little Fort, Clearwater Vavenby

July 5, Sat #5, #16 Blue River Valemount

July 6, Sun Rest Day, Valemount

July 7, Mon #16 Tête Jaune Cache

Alberta

July 7, Mon (cont.) #16 Jasper Jasper

July 8, Tues #16 Hinton Edson

July 9, Wed #16, #16A Evensberg Edmonton

July 10, Thrs Low Level Bridge, Connors Rd NW, 82 Ave NW, 
Sherwood Park Freeway NW (#100), 630, 830, 
#16, #16A (Vegreville), #16. #41

Vegreville Vermilion

July 11, Fri #16 Lloydminster, Lashburn

Saskatchewan

July 11, Fri (cont.) #16 Maidstone North Battleford

July 12, Sat #16, #11 Saskatoon

July 13, Sun Rest Day, Saskatoon

July 14, Mon #11 Dundurn, Hanley, Davidson, Craik, 
Chamberlain, Bethune

Regina

July 15, Tues Hwy 1 White City, Indian Head, Wolsely, Grenfell, 
Broadview

Whitewood

July 16, Wed Hwy 1, 1A, 10 Wapella, Moosimin

Manitoba

July 16, Wed (cont.) Hwy 1, 1A, 10 Elkhorn, Virden, Oak Lake, Alexander, MB Brandon

July 17, Thrs 1A, Hwy 1 Portage la Prairie, MB Winnipeg

Ontario

July 18, Fri Hwy 1, #17 Clearwater Bay

July 19, Sat #17 Kenora, Vermillion Bay Dryden

July 20, Sun Rest Day, Dryden

July 21, Mon #17 Ignace Upsala

July 22, Tues #17 Thunder Bay

July 23, Wed Rest Day, Thunder Bay, ON

July 24, Thrs #17 Rossport

July 25, Fri #17 Marathon Mobert

July 26, Sat #17 White River, Wawa Rabbit Blanket Lake 
Campground, Lake Superior 
Provincial Park

July 27, Sun #17 Agawa Bay Campground Sault Ste. Marie

July 28, Mon #17 Blind River

July 29, Tues #17, Lee Valley Rd, Jacklin Rd, #17, #5, #4, #3, 
#55

Espanola, Nairn Centre, Whitefish, Sudbury

July 30, Wed #17 West Nippising, North Bay Mattawa

July 31, Thrs #17 Deep River, Chalk River, Petawawa Cobden
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DATE ROADS / HIGHWAYS TOWNS / CITIES OVERNIGHT STAY

Aug 1, Fri #17, #61, #52, #24, Bellamy, Sugar Bush, Ramsey 
Concession 7B, Bennie Corners, Ramsey 
Concession 8, Industrial, Muller, Princess, #15, 
#4, #15 (Wills Transfer)- #4, #6, #73 (Prince of 
Wales), Preston, Albert, Booth

Renfrew, Arnprior, Carleton Place, Smiths Falls, 
Ottawa

Ottawa

Quebec

Aug 1, Fri (cont.) bridge, bike path, rue St. Louis, ave Gatineau, 
Chemin des terres, Montée Paiement, Rob’s 
Home

Gatineau Gatineau

Aug 2, Sat Gatineau Park ride along? Gatineau

Aug 3, Sun Rest Day, Ottawa/Gatineau

Aug 4, Mon #148, #117, Gouin Blvd, Pie IX, Sherbrooke 
 

Lachute, Blainville Montréal

Aug 5, Tues #125 (Pie IX), #138 Repentigny, Lavaltrie, Lanorae, Berthierville, 
Louiseville, Yamachichi 

Trois-Rivières

Aug 6, Wed #138, Tessier, chemin de la Butte, de l’Hétrière, 
St. felix, chemin St. Foy, blvd Nelson, #175 (Pont 
de Québec), #132 

Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade, Portneuf, 
Donnacona, Saint-Augustin, Québec, 

Levis

Aug 7, Thrs #132 Montmagny, La-Pocatière Rivière-du-Loup

Aug 8, Fri #185 Cabano, Degelis

New Brunswick

Aug 8, Fri (cont.) #2, #120, Bridge, #1 (Main) Edmundston, Saint Leonard Grand Falls

Aug 9, Sat #130, #585 (Woodstock), #105, #102 
(Southhampton)

Perth-Andover, Florenceville, Hartland, 
Woodstock

Fredericton

Aug 10, Sun Rest Day, Fredericton

Aug 11, Mon #10, #105, #2, #112, #106 Maugerville Moncton

Aug 12, Tues #134, #133, #15, #16, (Bridge in RV) Shediac

Prince Edward Island

Aug 12, Tues (cont.) (Bridge in RV), #1 Bordon Carleton, Crapaud, Cornwall, 
Charlottetown

Stratford

Aug 13, Wed #26, #1, Ferry Belfast, Wood Islands Ferry

Nova Scotia

Aug 13, Wed (cont.) Ferry, #106, #104, #102 Pictou, New Glasgow Truro

Aug 14, Thrs #102 Shubenacadie, Enfield Halifax

Aug 15, Fri #118, #102, #104 Enfield, Shubenacadie, New Glasgow Antigonish

Aug 16, Sat #104 Port Hawkesbury, St. Peter’s Sydney, NS

Aug 17, Sun Rest Day, Sydney

Aug 18, Mon #305; ferry North Sydney, NS; ferry

Newfoundland

Aug 18, Mon (cont.) ferry; #1 Channel-Port aux Basques Grand Codroy Park, Doyles

Aug 19, Tues #1 Corner Brook

Aug 20, Wed #1 Springdale

Aug 21, Thrs #1 Grand Falls-Windsor Gander

Aug 22, Fri #1 Clarenville

Aug 23, Sat #1 St. John’s - Finish Line

Aug 24, Sun Rest Day, St. John’s

Aug 25, Mon Rob flies home, Team drives to ferry?

Aug 26, Tues Team drives to Halifax

Aug 27, Tues Team flies home
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Success Stories 

The Child Called Gain: A reminder of God’s goodness 
found in a Tanzanian village

In September 2010, Bill Blaney, CEO & Director of Global Aid Network 

(GAiN) Canada, Ken Forbes, Chief Development Officer of Power to 

Change, and Ken’s wife, Lisa, stood amazed in the village of Kikwetu, 

Tanzania while watching a long line of people filling their 45lb containers 

of disease-free water. In awe of the sheer magnitude of people, the 

team was introduced to the chairman of the borehole committee. As 

Bill talked with him, the chairman shared that thousands of people 

came from surrounding villages to get their clean water in Kikwetu, 

resulting in approximately 4,000 people utilizing this one water well. After 

casually talking to the chairman for 15 minutes, the man leaned over 

and nonchalantly said, “Would you like to meet my son?” Bill agreed and the man walked over to his wife, who 

was standing in the line for water. He lifted his three-month old baby out of her arms and said, “You know...I 

so love what GAiN stands for; the work they do and the impact that they have. Because of what they have 

demonstrated to us, I have chosen to name my first son ‘Gain’. I gave him that name at birth, because every 

time I look at him I want to be reminded of the tremendous work that GAiN has done for my people. And when 

he hears his name “Gain”, he will know that it stands for both the goodness of the Lord and all the good things 

that one can do for people.” 

The chairman continued to share that so many blessings had come to the village since GAiN had drilled the well 

on March 3, 2009. He had become a Christian, along with five others, through the JESUS Film that was shown 

to 327 people on June 15, 2009, several others in the village had made decisions to follow Christ through the 

church that was planted shortly after, and the village was better off in 

terms of health, hope and many other areas. “I could not help but be 

humbled,” shares Bill. “I saw the direct impact of GAiN’s work. This was 

very significant! We came alongside a community of people and helped 

provide for their needs, both physically and spiritually.” As the three left 

Kikwetu, they were once again reminded that it is not always about 

statistics, but it is about people. People such as ‘Gain’ will forever be 

part of that village’s history as well as serve as a testimony of God’s 

transforming power, through GAiN, to others in their community and in 

their surrounding villages.
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A Vision For Development: Villagers desire growth and future for their children

In 2009, the Tanzanian village called Majengo received their deep-capped water well. Two years later, GAiN 

went back to the village to assess the impact. Within moments, the team noticed that there was a new building. 

Villagers shared that the well not only gave them fresh, disease-free water, but it gave them the opportunity to 

create a new future for their community. They caught a vision that Majengo could grow and develop, thereby 

impacting the lives of their children. As a result, the borehole committee collected a small fee from each villager 

for the use of water. Together with another village, they used some of the surplus in their bank account to help 

with the construction of a local primary school. Dennis Fierbach, Director of Water Strategies, comments: 

“This building project was spearheaded entirely by the locals themselves. It’s encouraging to see that the well 

played a part in revitalizing Majengo’s development.” When the well was first provided, GAiN conducted both 

well-maintenance training and hygiene and sanitation training with Majengo. Villagers also shared that the village 

chairman really embraced this training, enforcing sound hygiene 

practices throughout the entire village. In fact, with a concern 

of cross-contamination, he charged a penalty to each villager 

that went back to get bad water from the hand-dug wells. He 

also implemented new practices such as limiting the number of 

people that stood on the concrete pad as well as designating one 

person to do the pumping in order to minimize the wear and tear 

of the platform. “This is a prime example of how the provision of 

a water well can have a tremendous impact on the community’s 

economy and affect the education of children,” says Fierbach.
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The Forgotten Village: 
Villagers desperate for help

The joy and anticipation that a well brings to a village is 

difficult to explain to a person that has always had easy

access to clean water. But, for those in Haweme village, 

they know this desperation far too well. Located in the 

middle of the jungle in the south of Benin is a village in 

desperate need for almost every type of service. Locals 

have referred to it as the “forgotten place”. After years of 

suffering from the lack of clean water, Haweme applied 

for a water well. Since they received no help from the 

government, villagers lost all hope and never expected to see a well in their village. Imagine the excitement when 

- not too long after - GAiN’s team showed up and told the village that they would soon have a well. They were 

overjoyed! They had been suffering, and for the first time someone took notice. As a result, their deep-capped 

well was drilled at the end of 2011. At the beginning of May 2012, GAiN dropped into the village unannounced 

to record the thank you video for the donor who provided the well. To the team’s surprise, there were about 75 

people gathered under a temporary shelter they had constructed near the well. The villagers were celebrating by 

singing and dancing. When Patrice, GAiN’s Country Manager, asked what they were doing, they enthusiastically 

shared that they were celebrating the gift of the well. In fact, every five days, the village got together to celebrate 

the gift of the well! And they said, “we will keep it up!”

They shared that GAiN must be good people because they brought 

such a good gift. They went on to say, “we are open to whatever 

you want to do in our village. Come build a church, help us with 

a school. We are in desperate need of so many things.” The team 

assured them that they would be back. Today, Haweme is a village 

that has been transformed as they have experienced the love of 

God in word and deed.
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A Life Cut Short: 
Woman finds special meaning from well

After travelling for eight hours to the village of Goro Bani in 

northern Benin, the GAiN team was greeted with dancing and 

singing. The village’s jubilation was undeniable. The chief gave a 

speech and expressed how happy they all were. He shared how 

the women used to walk for hours and cross both the railway 

track and the main highway to get water from the filthy swamp. 

The chief explained how the journey was extremely dangerous 

and that the water was very dirty. Corimoo, one of the most 

expressive dancers that day, then spoke to the team. She said 

that she believed the well was there because of her daughter. 

She explained that before GAiN provided the well, Corimoo 

and her daughter went out to fetch water at 2:00 am. one night. 

Upon arrival, there was a line up at the swamp. Each woman 

was waiting for the water to seep into a hole that they dug. After some time, Corimoo finally filled the first bucket 

and sent her daughter home with it. Corimoo told her to bring the bucket back while she filled the second. But, 

her daughter never made it home. She was killed crossing the highway; another innocent life was gone. Today, 

the water well is in the middle of the village, so that people are just a few steps away from clean drinking water, 

eliminating any travel time and danger. Corimoo said she had no words to express her gratitude for the well. 

“She didn’t need to. I personally felt it,” shares Dennis Fierbach, Director of Water Strategies. “I was tearing up.” 

Water has so much more meaning in Benin; water means security, it means dignity, it means health! As they say 

in Africa - “Water is Life”. Fierbach reflects, “I’ve been back to Benina a few times since I met Corimoo. I will 

never forget her and the transformation that the water well brought to her village. I can truly see the difference 

that a well has made in people’s lives. I know that there are a lot more stories like Corimoo all over the country.”
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Generational Impact: Child’s future looks different because of one water well

It sits stagnant, murky, and at times almost black. Garbage and 

waste float on its surface. Riddled with disease and parasites, 

it is the only source of water for thousands living in the remote 

regions of Benin, West Africa. Women and children crowd around 

the uncovered opening of an old hand-dug well, vying to lower 

their buckets into the ground. They wait. Fights break out. Some 

women choose instead to travel at night to collect water, leaving 

them open to many dangers. Lingering nearby the well is Debora. 

A grandmother in her late 50’s, she has grown weary from many 

hardships. She lowers her bucket into the well, fills it with the putrid 

liquid and pulls it back up to the surface. With 45 pounds atop her 

head, she trudges homeward through six-foot tall grass and comes 

to a stop at a highway. She waits - often up to 30 mintues - as 

cars and trucks go by, before it is safe to pass. Others have been 

killed while crossing the same road. After Debora’s two-kilometre 

trek, she arrives home to her children and precious 11-month old 

granddaughter, Naomi. The very water she takes pains to provide them may make them ill, and could ultimately 

cause their death. But, tomorrow, she will go again. She has no other choice. “The situation was so bad that 

I literally cried every night,” she says. “The stress of collecting water was causing problems in my marriage. I 

prayed to God to find a solution.” By providing deep-capped water wells right in the heart of villages, Global Aid 

Network (GAiN) is helping to break the cycle of disease and death that devastates much of the developing world. 

Women are able to care for their families. Children are going to school instead of travelling long distances to 

collect water. Agricultural production is increasing, community 

gardens are being grown for profit, businesses are being 

launched, and water-borne disease has been eliminated. Since 

GAiN provided a well in Debora’s village, her life and the lives 

of her family members have been radically changed. She no 

longer spends her days travelling to collect dirty water. Now, 

she goes to the local well and fills her bucket with pure, fresh, 

disease-free water for her family. Her children and grandchildren 

no longer suffer from debilitating sickness. When Debora looks 

at her granddaughter, she has hope for the future. Naomi will 

not walk the same road as her grandmother. She will have 

opportunities generations before her did not have. She will play. 

She will go to school. She will engage in her community.
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Photos
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Testimonials / Quotes
“We can take pride in Canadian organizations that are reflecting our compassion and efforts to make the world a 
better place. GAiN is achieving concrete results that improve the lives of vulnerable people in Benin, in particular 
women and children.”
JULIAN FANTINO, THE FORMER MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

“In Benin, 1 in 32 people have clean water because of your water project.”
Local Beninese officials 

“My people are no longer weakened by sickness and weary from their daily water excursions. Instead of spending 5 
hours a day packing water, the women and children are able to spend more time tending their crops and performing 
other income-producing activities which helps us escape from the weight of poverty.”
Village elder

“We saw that it was an opportunity to come together and server those who don’t have what we have…I support 
anything that is related to social justice.”
Anita


