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Zoe’s Well



Zoe ran through the door and called out,
“Mom, I’'m home.”

“I'm in the kitchen,” Mom called back.
“Come tell me about your day.”



. Zoe shared her favourite parts of
- the day, with her highlight being
math class.



“Mom, we also learned about
Africa. Did you know Africa has
the largest desert in the world?”

Mom thought for a moment
and said, “l didn't know that.
When | think of Africq, | think of
beautiful animals - elephants,
giraffes, antelopes and lions.”



“Our teacher, Ms. Wong, showed
us pictures of a village. The kids
looked happy. But, the only place
they can find water is in a small
pond. It is a very long walk. Mom,
getting water can also be very
scary because of the wild animals,
busy roads and unfriendly people.”




“The kids get up very early,
miss school and have to carry
big containers of water back
to their village.

Mom, do you think you could
carry big containers?”

“No, honey. I'm so glad that we can
turn on the tap and have water, and ‘

that you are safe and can go to school.”

“Me too, Mom. It is not fair!”



“Ms. Wong put two glasses of water on the table.
One had clean water and the other had brown
water in it. She asked us to pick the one we wanted
to drink. Everyone picked the glass with clean water.

But the people in the village don’t have a choice.

It makes the people sick and sometimes they even
die. Mom, this makes me sad.”

“Where does our water come from?“



“Zoe, our water comes from a well.”

“What’s a well?”

“A pipe that is drilled deep into the ground where
there is clean water. This water is then pumped
out of the ground and gives us our water.”

“Mom, these villages should have a well.”




Mom gave Zoe a hug and said, “Sweet girl, this makes me sad too.”

“Uncle Domonic told me about a group of people that
gave a well to a village. Maybe we can do the same.
Would you like to do that?”

“Oh yes, Mom! How can we help? | am just a little kid.”

“I will talk to Uncle Domonic to find out what they did.”



Later that night Zoe climbed into bed and asked, “Dad, can we ask
God to protect the children in the village and give them clean water?”

“Sure, Zoe. That's a great idea. Would you like to pray?”

“God, I'm sad because the children in the
village have to drink brown water and get
sick. Please protect them and help us find
a way to give them a well.”




The next day, Zoe overheard her mom on the phone.
“Thanks, Uncle Domonic. | will tell Zoe.”

“What did he say, Mom?”

“He said once they gave their well, children
were able to attend school and their moms
were able to spend more time with them
and working on their farms.”

‘Amazing!”



“He also told me the cost. Remember
you said how easy your math assignment
was? Well, here’s a math question. If a
well for the whole village costs $8,500
and you divide it by 1,000 people in the
village, what would it cost to give each person clean water?”

Zoe wrote the numbers down and thought about it.
“Mom, that’s $8.50!”

“That’s right, Zoe. For $8.50 you can give a child access to clean water.
That’s about how much we pay for your lunch at a restaurant, right?”

“Mom, | almost have that much in my
piggy bank!”

“Let’s talk to your dad and brother
tonight and see what they think.
Maybe we can make it a family project.”
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Zoe was so excited she could
hardly wait. She was already picturing a
well surrounded by kids with smiling faces.

Mom described how Uncle Domonic’s family
asked all of their friends in the neighbourhood, at

church, school, and at work, to join them to help provide a well.

They all agreed that this would be a great family project.



The next day, Zoe’s Dad phoned some
friends from their church. Mrs. Hatfield,
Zoe’s favorite Kids Club teacher, was so
thrilled by the project she asked if she could
talk to Zoe. Dad handed the phone to Zoe.

“Zoe, you dear girl, did you know
that God says He will bless people
who are kind to the poor?

You have a giving heart. I'm going to help you.
| will give so that ten people have clean
water. I'm also going to talk to my friends.”

“Oh, Mrs. Hatfield, thank you!”

Zoe ran to the rest of her family
and told them the good news.



That night, Zoe made a
drawing of a big glass
of water and started
coloringitin as the
money came in.



Coby, Zoe's brother, came into the room with a very
serious look on his face. In his hands was a small box.
He used it to keep the money he was saving for a
new video game. Everyone watched as he opened
the box and poured out the money onto the table.

Coby smiled and said, “Knowing that kids will
have clean water is more fun than a new video
game. | can live without a new video game but
kids can’t live without safe water.”

Dad gave Coby a big hug.
As they counted the money, their voices got louder
and louder with excitement. They had enough money

for a well! “Mom and Dad, can we have a party for all
the people who helped?”’asked Zoe.

“Great ideq, Zoel” (‘\\
' @




It was party day! Zoe was ‘ ‘

so excited that neighbours, friends,
kids from school and people from church all came.

“Welcome!” Zoe’s dad said to get everyone’s attention.
“We are here to celebrate because together
we have done something good. A village will

have access to clean water for the first time.”

Everyone cheered.



As people started to leave, Mrs. Hatfield gave
Zoe a big hug. She bent down so she was face-
to-face with Zoe and said, “Remember the story
we had in Kids Club about the lady at the well?
Jesus told her, ‘Anyone who drinks this water
will soon become thirsty again. But those who
drink the water | give will never be thirsty again.’
It becomes a bubbling spring within them,
giving them eternal life. Zoe, I'm praying that
the moms, dads and kids in the village will get
access to safe water and hear about Jesus.”




A few months later, Zoe and her family received
a picture and a video of the well. In the center of
the picture was a pump surrounded by children
with big smiles.

On the pump was a small plate that said, “Zoe’s Well.”




We believe you can make a
difference no matter how old you are.

At Global Aid Network (GAIiN), we dream of a world with
flourishing communities where people are physically,
spiritually and emotionally thriving.

We exist to reveal hope by sharing God’s unconditional
love and restore life by demonstrating the gospel
through compassionate action to those who are living in
poverty, injustice and crisis around the world.

Will you join us?
Will you help provide access to clean water like Zoe did?
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